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Response to Comments of Wayne K. Tanda, General Manager, Los Angeles Department of Transportation, August 
27, 2004 (Letter AL050) 

AL050-1 
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified the MTA/Metrolink as 
preferred between Sylmar and Los Angeles.  Between Burbank and 
Los Angeles Union Station, the MTA/Metrolink refers to a relatively 
wide corridor within which alignment variations will be studied at the 
project level.  The MTA/Metrolink was the only feasible alignment 
identified between Sylmar and Burbank (along the San Fernando 
Road Corridor).  For this program level process (conceptual level 
detail of engineering) the HST tracks along the MTA/Metrolink 
alignment (along with other rail services) were assumed to be in a 
trench for most of the alignment from just north of Van Nuys Blvd. 
(near SR-118) to Hollywood Way (near Burbank Airport).  North of 
SR-118 much of the HST infrastructure is assumed to be on an aerial 
structure (see Figure 6.4-2 of the Draft Program EIR/EIS) through 
Sylmar and San Fernando.  Because of the Pacoima Wash and other 
obstacles, trenching through this area was not considered to be 
feasible.  Future project specific evaluation of the alignment through 
the City of Los Angeles could include a design option that puts 
portions of the HST infrastructure below grade.  The design options 
to be investigated as part of future project specific evaluation(s) 
would be determined during the scoping period of those studies. 

AL050-2   
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified Los Angeles Union 
Station as the preferred site for a potential HST station to serve Los 
Angeles.  Please see standard response 6.39.5 in regards to a 
potential HST link to LAX. 

AL050-3   
Please see standard response 6.39.1. 

AL050-4  
Acknowledged. 

AL050-5   
Acknowledged. 

AL050-6   
Acknowledged. 

AL050-7   
Please see standard response 6.23.1. 

AL050-8   
Acknowledged.  Developing a financing plan and determining 
whether “the HST system should share in any expanded highway 
and transit project costs that may be incurred by local entities” is 
beyond the scope of this program EIR/EIS process.  Should the HST 
proposal move forward, these site-specific issues will be investigated 
as part of future more detailed studies. 

AL050-9   
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 10.1.7.  Future 
studies would identify minimal operable segments. 

AL050-10   
Acknowledged.  The Authority looks forward to continuing to work 
cooperatively with LADOT, SCAG, the City of Ontario, the San 
Bernardino Council of Governments and other local entities on future 
HST studies.  Please see response AL065-1. 
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AL050-11   
Acknowledged.  If the HST proposal moves forward, the Authority 
would continue to coordinate with the LADOT and other local 
agencies.  During project specific environmental studies, the 
Authority would seek to coordinate HST planning with the various 
plans of regional and local government agencies, including major 
airports such as LAX, Ontario, and Palmdale. 

AL050-12   
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 6.23.1.  The Authority 
has identified a preferred HST system that connects as directly as 
possible with Los Angeles Union Station, Ontario Airport, and 
Palmdale Airport.  Please see standard response 6.39.1 in regards to 
a potential direct connection with LAX.  
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